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Riad Salameh and Bassam Shakhashiri to
receive honorary doctorates from LAU

BEIRUT: The Lebanese Ameri-
can University (LAU) on Mon-
day announced it would grant
both the central bank Governor
Riad Salameh and the American
chemist of Lebanese origin, pro-
fessor Bassam Shakhashiri, hon-
orary doctorates due to their
achievements in the field of the
humanities during LAU’s com-
mencement exercises in July.
Shakhashiri will receive his
diploma in the commencement
exercises for the Jbeil campus
on July 16, while Salameh will
attend the commencement at
the Beirut Campus on July 18.
Both will be keynote speakers
during the ceremonies.
Salameh was born in Beirut
onJuly 17,1950 studied at Col-
lege Notre De Jamhour and the
American University of Beirut.
He then joined Merril Lynch
from 1973 until 1993, when he
was appointed as governor of
the Lebanese central bank. He
was decorated as the Best Arab
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Banker (1996), and Best Cen-
tral Bank Governor (2003),
Best Central Bank Governor
for the Middle East (2005) and
the Best Central Bank Gover-
nor in the world (2006).
Shakhashiri, who was born
in the village of Anfe in the
northern province of Koura,

|| Both recipients
will be keynote
speakers during
commencement

moved to the USin 1957 at the
age of 17 with his father, mo-
ther and two sisters. He com-
pleted undergraduate work at
the Boston University (Class of
1960) with an A.B. degree in
chemistry, served as a teaching
fellow at Bowdoin College for
one academic year and then
earned his Master’s and Ph.D.
degreesin chemistry at the Uni-

versity of Maryland.

Shakhashiri joined the facul-
ty of the University of Wisconsin
in 1970, a position he has held
since. In 1977 he was the found-
ing chair of the University of Wis-
consin System Undergraduate
Teaching Improvement Council.
In 1983 he founded the Institute
for Chemical Education (ICE)
and served as its first director

From 1984 to 1990
Shakhashiri served as assistant
director of the National Science
Foundation for Science and En-
gineering Education (NSF). As
the NSF chief education officer
he presided over the rebuilding
of all the NSF efforts in science
and engineering education af-
ter they had been essentially
eliminated in the early 1980s.

Shakhashiri has given over
1300 invited lectures and pre-
sentations in the North Ameri-
ca, Europe, Asia, Australia, the
Middle East, and South Ameri-
ca. —The Daily Star
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